Regular and IB Biology
2014-2015 Course Syllabus

Mr. Connolly

1. Intro: 

Welcome to freshman year Class of 2018 and welcome to International Baccalaureate Middle Year Program Biology. In this course we will engage in hands-on scientific inquiry, develop an introductory understanding of life science concepts, and hone laboratory skills that will prepare us for future science courses. In this course you will be held to the highest academic and personal standards. As an IB student, you should strive to achieve the goals of the IB mission statement and to develop the characteristics listed in the IB learner profile: 
IB mission statement

The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the organization works with schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.

IB learner profile

The aim of all IB programmes is to develop internationally minded people who, recognizing their common humanity and shared guardianship of the planet, help to create a better and more peaceful world.

IB learners strive to be:

Inquirers They develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable They explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers They exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and creatively to recognize and approach complex problems, and make reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators They understand and express ideas and information confidently and creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with others.

Principled They act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded They understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and evaluating a range of points of view, and are willing to grow from the experience.

Caring They show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service, and act to make a positive difference to the lives of others and to the environment.

Risk-takers They approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and forethought, and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles, ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their beliefs.

Balanced They understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective They give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.
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2. Course Methodology:
Classes will vary in format but will be based largely on readings/discussions and laboratory activities.  Classes will be taught using the Reading Apprenticeship format which emphasizes close readings of a wide variety of texts. Students will be given the opportunity to demonstrate their creative and artistic talents, and also their writing abilities.  Research skills will be developed and demonstrated, and students will present their findings to classmates.  Work will be done both individually and cooperatively. 
3. Course Sequence (note – material is aligned to Next Generation Science Standards and Common Core State Standards):

I. Intro to Bio and Inquiry
II. The cell/Modeling
III. Homeostasis
IV. Evolution
V. Energy and life
VI. DNA and reproduction
VII. Genetics

VIII. Ecology

4. Contact Information:
Mr. Connolly

kmconnolly1@cps.edu
Ms. Berger

jpberger@cps.edu

Classroom ( Room 318
Our class will meet in room 318, unless otherwise noted.
Email policy:

All students must provide me with a working cps email address. You will be given an electronic copy of the text via this email address. Also, I need to have working emails from all of the parents or guardians to assist in communication. 
Therefore: I ask that all parents/guardians send me a quick email that includes: Your name, your student’s name, one thing you would like me to know about your student so I can better support him or her in my class. All students must also send me an email using their cps.edu email account. Both emails must be sent to me by September 5. 

I am always accessible by email and will answer any questions you may have as quickly as possible.  Parents, please email me anytime! Note: the latest I check email is 9:00pm each night.
Class Website: kennedybio.weebly.com
Our class website will be updated regularly with announcements, downloadable readings, all assignments, and extra credit assignments.  Also, you and your parents will be able to check your grades using Gradebook. 

5. Expectations:


I have the following expectations:

· You will work hard. Your name goes on all of the assignments you hand in at school. That means something. Take pride in your work and always do your best. 

· You will be honest. If your name is on a piece of work that means you did the work, not your friend, not wikipedia, not dictionary.com. 

· You will not lose the reading/activity packets provided to you. These will be your textbook, I will not be able to print more than one per student – you must keep these in order.

· You will read the assigned readings! Reading and academic success are inseparable.
· You will be flexible. I am still learning just like you guys. We will try some techniques that are as new to me as they are to you. Give me the opportunity to be the best teacher I can be for you. 

· You will come to class on time – the door closes at the bell.
· You will abide by school policies (cell phones, hoodies, etc.) as well as my class rules: be prepared, be respectful, be an active learner.

You can expect the following from me:

· I will be fair and consistent.
· I will prepare excellent, engaging, and safe lessons.
· I will be available for help.
6. Consequences:

I don’t expect any real problems because we’re all here with the same goals. We all know what’s expected from us in a classroom. Still, for tradition sake let me remind you that students have a choice.  They can choose to rise to class expectations or they can choose to violate them. When students choose to violate class expectations, the following things always happen:

First Offense: General reminder of policies and expectations – not specific to you 

Second Offense: Specific reminder of policies and expectations.
Third Offense: Write-up. This will result in a call home AND/OR visit to the Dean’s Office. 

7. Grades and Extra Credit


Your course grade will be comprised of projects, laboratory reports, tests, quizzes, and participation.  Each unit will have at least one major project and test.  Class grades will be earned, not given.  Extra credit can be earned throughout the year through class participation (sticker charts), hall passes (see below) and some extra assignments; take advantage of it. Note: extra credit is NEVER given upon request.
	Approximate Grade Makeup - Semester
	

	Homework (1+ graded assignment/week)
	10%

	Exams & Quizzes (1+ graded assignment/week)
	35%

	Lab Reports & Projects (2+ graded assignments/qtr)
	30%

	Classwork/bell ringers/binder organization (2+ graded assignments/qtr)
	25%


8. Homework/Late Work/Absence Policy/ Revisions/Missed Work

    Homework will consist of written assignments, unfinished classwork such as lab reports and worksheets, readings, reading logs and research projects. Keep in mind: reading assignments ARE expected to be completed before class. I will frequently quiz you on readings as part of your exams/quiz grade. 
  I expect all homework to be turned in on the due date.  If homework is not turned in on the day it is due, you will not be able to receive any credit for that work. I will only accept work at the beginning of class as being on-time. Any work turned in after then will be regarded as late and half of the points will be lost. You may email me an assignment before it is due if this is possible.
   If you are absent on the day an assignment is due, you must hand in your work the following day. Absences will be regarded as unexcused until proven otherwise. You will need to show proof that your absence was excused to get credit for missed work. I will accept forms from either the main office or the attendance office.

   If you are absent on the day of an exam or quiz, you will make up the test the following class period. Again, you will need to show proof that your absence was excused. If you are absent without an excuse on the day of an exam you will not be able to make up the exam and you will receive a score of zero.

   Students who choose to correct or revise lab reports, projects, or other written work will always have an opportunity to do so. Students can normally earn back up to 80% of an assignment’s original value. Exams cannot be revised.
    Oops passes: Each semester you will have three oops passes on Gradebook to use to get a one day extension on any homework or assignment. Use these wisely. 
    Hall passes: Each quarter you will receive a hall pass with 4 blank lines. Each time you need to leave class to go to you locker, the bathroom or the water fountain I will initial one of the lines. At the end of the quarter I will collect the passes and each unused line will be worth 0.5% extra credit towards your lowest category average. 
9. Supplies


In the first week, all students are expected to bring the following for our laboratory (Note – you will receive one homework pass for bringing in your lab supply): 

· First period – 1 roll of paper towel

· Third period – 1 box Kleenex

· Fifth period – 1 bottle liquid soap

· Seventh period – 1 bottle hand sanitizer

· Eighth period – 1 roll of paper towel 

Students should be prepared for class everyday with the following: 
· 1.5 inch or larger 3 ring binder

· 120+ page notebook subject notebook
· Loose-leaf paper
· Several pencils 
· Red pens 

· A box of at least 20 Colored pencils
· One package of graphing paper

10. Safety


Safety is a huge deal in any science class, including mine. We will be working with materials that pose risks. Common sense and cautiousness can prevent problems. Therefore all lab activities will be preceded by a safety review and discussion. Do not take this lightly. 
11. Science Fair and Service Learning
Two additional requirements for IB biology students are the Science Fair and the Service Learning Project. For Science fair you will be developing unique science projects for the Kennedy Fair in December. For Service Learning Projects we will be participating in a stewardship program with the Cook County Forest Preserve. This will involve Forest Preserve site visits on Saturdays throughout the school year. Details will be provided on both of these projects soon.
Reg/IB Biology
Parent/Student Read Receipt
Please complete this section, tear it off and return it by Friday, September 5, 2014.

As the teacher of this class, I promise to teach every student to the best of my ability.  I promise to be available for tutoring throughout the year.  I will be on time for class and have interesting, challenging activites for my students to do.  I will work my hardest to ensure that every student is successful in this class.

Kevin Connolly_______________Kevin Connolly______________8/28/14_____
Teacher’s Name


Teacher’s Signature


Date

As a student in this class, I promise to work every day to the best of my ability.  I will be on time every day and complete my homework.  I will do everything I can to be successful in this class.

______________________________________________________________________

Student’s Name


Student’s Signature


Date

As a parent or guardian of a student in this class, I promise to support my child to the best of my ability.  I will make sure that my child is on time every day and completes his or her homework.  I will do everything I can to ensure that my child is successful in this class.

______________________________________________________________________

Parent or Guardian’s Name

Parent or Guardian’s Signature
Date

Parent or Guardian phone number: _____________________________________

Parent or Guardian email address: _____________________________________ 
Syllabus Checklist: 

Before turning in this syllabus form, check that you have completed the following tasks:

[image: image1]  Parent or guardian has sent a short email to kmconnolly1@cps.edu

[image: image2]  Student has sent a short email to kmconnolly1@cps.edu using their cps.edu email address

[image: image3]  Student has turned in the classroom supplies mentioned on page 4 of this syllabus.


[image: image4]  Parent or guardian has signed this form.


[image: image5]  Student has signed this form.
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